development,” Rus
The county’sPort Auth
is antharized by state law fo:issue:.
bonds and spuir, development by other
means 16 create jobs, has beenin'ex-:
istence since 2007 But. untﬂ last year::
its involvement in a pr()]ect brought :
with it a requirenienit that workers be -
paid union-scale “prevailing” wages.
That requirement was lifted Iast -
vear, making the Port's participation. -
more advantageous for private developers

The Port Aufhority is now intert on exploit- -
ing its exemption from state sales tax, which -

it can pass on to projects in which it partici-
pates, Russell said.

“It'sahuge mcentuié ]f there S a lotof build-

ing materials involved,” said Dick Spoor; a
bond lawyer at Keating Muething & Klekamp

in Cincinnati. Previously most companies

found that the gain from the sales tax exemp-

tion was more than offset by the extra cost of "
center biggerso that it aids more businesses

paying union-scale wages, he said.- -~ -~
The first project the Warren County Port

Authority used that incentive on was the .

FedEx Ground terminal being built at Henkle
Schueler's Lehanon Commerce Park. The
175,000-square-foot facility is being devel-

oped by Lexington-based Setzer Properties

for FedEx.

“They were looking at Lebanor. “We Were"

iPort he!ped
bnng in-

S?SM
termmai

_ - public nnprovements But] financ-
ing isn’t the only tool at the P ort’s dlsposaL £y

when a federal grant expires.

munlclpahnes chambers of com-

" afew weeks. A comrnittee is drafting

) -govermng documents now, and the center is
expected to'open Jan. 1. The Port will be its '
‘official sponsor, but it Wﬂl be self governmg,
_Bussell said. - o
L It's mportant for Warren County communi- -
_ties to work together rather than risk losing
‘husinesses 1o other locales, Russell said, and

a countywide center will help them do that.

. Chris Pozzuto, assistant city manager of the .
“city of Springhoro in the northwest corner of

the county, said the intention is to mike the

in all parts of the county.

ST Sprmgboro s involved éhd Frapklin’s in-

" Cinéinndti Chamber of Commerce - :
i Mason. The Mason center is shut- -+ -
‘{ing down as of theend of September o

‘Russell said the Port Authorlty : e
ralsed $50,000 in commuments tofi- i
“nance the center’s operations from S

mierce and private busitiesses within~

volved, we're going to be touching a lot more . f '

sma]l businesses,” he said.

Details are still being worked ott, but there' =

' wﬂl likely be a more centrally locatéd main
office, possibly in Lebanon, said Pozzuto, who -

is co-chair of the center’s executive board.




